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Newton Massacre or Gunfight at Hide Park
Contributed by Texas Drifter

O

n August 20, 1871, one
of the largest gunfights
ever to take place in the
American West was fought
in Newton, Kansas. Known
as the Gunfight at Hide Park
or the Newton Massacre, the
shootout claimed more lives
than any other Old West
gunfight, including the
Gunfight at the O.K. Corral.
Background. The incident
began with two local
lawmen, Billy Bailey and
Mike McCluskie. Bailey was
a Texan. McCluskie was an
Irishman from Ohio. Shortly
after his arrival in Newton,
McCluskie befriended 18
year-old James Riley, who
was dying of tuberculosis.
Riley would play a major role
in the massacre.
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by Frederic Remington
Round 1! On August 11,
1871, Bailey and McCluskie
were in the Red Front
Saloon arguing about local
politics. The argument
turned into a fist fight.
McCluskie knocked Bailey
out of the saloon and into
the street. He followed, drew
his pistol and fired two shots
at Bailey. The second shot
hit Bailey in the chest.
Bailey died the next day and

McCluskie fled town to avoid
arrest. McCluske returned a
few days later, having been
told the shooting was
considered self-defense.
Although Bailey never
produced a weapon, he had
killed two men in previous
gunfights and McCluskie
claimed to fear for his life.
Round 2! Several cowboys
from Texas were in town and
vowed revenge against
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It was “a pretty day for making things
right” at our October shoot based on
the movie Open Range. We had 48
shooters enjoy the day with us at the
Agarita Ranch. We had 2 new shooters
join us—Marshal Bob and Asup
Sleeve. They aren’t new to SASS, but
this was their first trip to Plum Creek.
Glad to have them!

Plum Creek President

A big thanks to our setup crew,
Dragon Hill Dave
Manchaca Kid, Joe Darter, Marshal
Bob (he needed directions to the range, and after I showed
him where it was I put him to work.) and Delta Raider, for
putting the range into shape for the shoot. Thanks too to
Lucky Nickel for cleaning up our paint room and painting
the targets for us and to Three Fingered Dutchman for
setting up Saturday morning. Also want to thank Six Goin’
South and Kickshot for filling in for our regular check-in
crew and General Burleson for overseeing the overall
administration in the Saloon.
Our top ten shooters were Rusty Shackleford, Kickshot,
Skyhawk Hans, Joe Darter, Dutch Van horn, Manchaca
Kid, Flaco Jimenez, P.T., Six Goin’ South, and Picosa
Kid. We had 4 clean shooters: Charlie Reynolds, Flaco
Jimenez, Scooter, and Texas Sarge.
And thanks to the take-down crew. I know it was
Lightning McQueen, Manchaca Kid, Joe Darter and
Marshal Bob. I am sure there were others who helped pick
up the stages, clean the range up and shut it down after we
finished. Even if you are unnamed, you are thanked.
Our next shoot will be November 5th. We will also be voting
on some proposed bylaws changes. You will be seeing some
emails from Long Juan on that process. Mainly these are
changes that we seek in anticipation of a potential sale of
the Ranch. No sale yet, but the good news is that many of
the potential buyers have expressed interest in continuing
Cowboy Action shooting at the ranch should they proceed.
We continue to hope that this will be the case in the event
of a sale.
While we previously announced that we would also hold
our annual meeting and officer elections in November,
some of the bylaws changes would add some new officers.
We need to see if the bylaws changes are approved before
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we can be sure of the officer
makeup. So we have moved
the annual meeting and
officer elections to the
December shoot.
Some good news on the
officer front is that General
Burleson, who is already
working as our Scoring
Marshal, has agreed to serve
as our interim Treasurer
and will run for that position
in December. General
Burleson (a former banker
in his real life) has been the
treasurer in every other
Cowboy club and
organization he’s been a part
of, so we are pleased to have
him help us too. Because he
is so well-qualified as
treasurer, we need some
good volunteers who can
help us with score-keeping
to relieve some of his duties
on check-in and posse
forming and tallying up the
scores after the shoot.
Please let General Burleson
know if you can help.

Also on officer elections and
interest in those positions,
you may recall that I
mentioned in my last
President’s Word that
Manchaca Kid (at my
urging) had said he would
run for Treasurer. Well, he
was very happy to hear we
had a real life Treasurer. He
is much more interested in
range duties, where he has
excelled.
All that being said, we still
need some folks to step up
and run for Vice President
and to take over for our
Secretary Long Juan who is
resigning to free up time to
travel. You still have some
time to mull it over, but we
need some fresh blood and
guidance to keep the club
vibrant. So please consider
adding your name to the list
of those running for an
office. We will be electing a
Vice President and Treasurer
in any event. We will also be
electing a Range Marshal if

the proposed amendments
to the bylaws are adopted.
SASS is looking to re-align
some of the regions that
define who can be a regional
champion and where the
regional championships
might be held. There are
some emails going around
that address this issue, and
it is also being addressed on
the SASS Wire. Your
Territorial Governor Jake
Paladin needs to hear from
you on your thoughts so
that he can vote Plum
Creek’s position.
Speaking of Regional
matches, this month several
of our shooters will be
traveling to Oklahoma City
to compete in the Southwest
Regional “Red Dirt
Rampage.” We wish them
luck and hope they
represent us well.
See ya’ at the Agarita!

The Plum Creek Shooting Society will be making some important
decisions when we vote on proposed changes to our bylaws. There are
several groups of amendments proposed by the Board in anticipation of
sale of the Agarita Ranch and to provide for improved governance of the
club in the future - mostly expanding the number of elected members of
the Board. There are also some amendments proposed by Delta Raider.
A detailed email was sent to members on Friday, October 14th. Explanations of the
proposed amendments were in documents attached to the email. Ballots for voting on the
Board proposals and Delta Raider’s proposals were also attached. Members can vote via
email before our match on November 5th or during registration for the match. I encourage
all PCSS members to educate themselves about the proposed amendments and to vote. If
there are questions, feel free to contact any Board member or Delta Raider.
We are still looking for someone to take over as PCSS Secretary. If willing to consider
serving in that capacity, please contact Dragon Hill Dave or me as soon as possible.
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McCluskie. On August 19th,
McCluskie and two friends,
Jim Martin and James Riley,
went into Tuttle’s Dance Hall
to play some Faro. The
dancehall was located in a

Billy Bailey

part of Newton called Hide
Park, thus one of the names,
Gunfight at Hide Park.
Enter the Texas Cowboys!
Just after midnight, three of
Bailey’s friends, Billy
Garrett, Henry Kearnes and
Jim Wilkerson entered the
dancehall. All were armed.
They mingled in the saloon,
waiting and watching
McCluskie gamble. Soon,
another Texan, Hugh
Anderson, entered the

dancehall gun in hand.
Anderson was the son of a
wealthy Texas cattle rancher
and had ridden with John
Wesley Hardin. He walked
up to McCluskie with
murder in his eyes and his
foul mouth filled with oaths
and epithets. Jim Martin
jumped up and tried to
prevent the fight. Anderson
ignored Martin, drew his
pistol and shot McCluskie in
the neck. Seriously
wounded, McCluskie fell to
the floor while attempting to
shoot his own pistol, which
misfired. Anderson pumped
several more bullets into
McCluskie’s back as he lay
on the floor. While all of this
was going on, Kearns,
Garrett and Wilkerson also
opened fire, perhaps in an
effort to join in Anderson’s
revenge, perhaps to keep the
crowd back.
Here comes James Riley!
McCluskie's friend, James
Riley, then pulled his two
Colt revolvers and opened
fire. By now, the Texas
cowboys had used all of
their ammunition on
McCluskie. Their guns were
empty and they were not
able to return fire. Though
Riley had never been in a
gunfight before and probably
couldn't see in the smokefilled room, he unloaded his
guns into the melee, hitting
seven men. Would-be
peacemaker, Jim Martin,
was hit in the neck. He
stumbled out of the saloon
and died. Billy Garrett was
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James Riley

shot in the shoulder and
chest. He died a few hours
later. Henry Kearnes was
mortally wounded and died
a week later. Others, who
had no part in the squabble,
also took some of Riley's
wild bullets. A Santa Fe
Railroad brakeman named
Patrick Lee was shot in the
stomach and died two days
later. Another Santa Fe
employee named Hickey was
shot in the leg, but survived.
Wilkerson was shot in the
nose and the leg, but
recovered. Anderson took
two shots in the leg and also
recovered.
James Riley simply
disappears! With both of
his Colt's empty and seven
men lying on the floor or in
the street outside, James
Riley simply walked out of
the smoke-filled dancehall
and was never seen again.
Some say Riley left the area
and changed his name to
begin a new life elsewhere.

More likely died from
tuberculosis not long after,
probably under an assumed
name.
The Final Round! But it
wasn’t over. A warrant was
issued for the arrest of Hugh
Anderson, but his father and
a friend smuggled him
aboard a train to Kansas
City and he was later able to
make his way back to Texas.
He was never brought to
trial, but Arthur McCluskie,
Mike's brother, wanted
revenge. For two years,
Arthur and his friends kept
a lookout, but Anderson
remained safe in Texas.
Then in 1873, Anderson

made the mistake of
returning to Kansas. Arthur
tracked him down in
Medicine Lodge, where
Anderson was working at
Harding's Trading Post as a
bartender. Arthur
challenged Anderson to a
duel, giving Anderson the
choice of weapons: guns or
knives. Anderson chose
pistols and emerged from
the trading post. An
incredibly brutal and bloody
battle ensued. Both men
emptied their guns into each
other and then went after
each other with knives.
After much lashing and
hacking, both men died.
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The Aftermath! Although
the Gunfight at Hide Park
received much publicity at
the time, it has received little
historical attention, despite
producing a higher body
count than more famous
gunfights. Unlike other
well-known gunfights of the
Old West, it involved no
notable or well-known
gunfighters. Nor did it
propel any of its participants
to any degree of fame. It is
legend, however, at least
partly because James Riley
simply walked away, never
to be seen again.

Why Newton, Kansas?

I

t was called “The Gunfight at Hide (or Hyde) Park” or the
“Newton Massacre.” The Emporia News (Kansas) headlined it as
“Wholesale Murder at Newton.” The White Cloud Kansas Chief
called it an “affray” and the Lawrence Daily Journal called it a
“riot.” Whatever it was, it was one bloody gunfight, but why in
Newton, Kansas?

I

n 1871, the Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe Railroad extended its
line beyond Abilene, Kansas to Newton. The first trains arrived
in Newton on July 17, 1871 and trouble soon followed. Newton became “cowboy central,”
succeeding Abilene as the end of the Chisholm Trail. In a pattern repeated many times in
the Old West, arrival of the railroad, much like the discovery of gold or silver, quickly
turned Newton from quiet and peaceful to boisterous and disorderly. When the cowboys
came to town they wanted to be entertained. Places like the Do Drop Inn, the Red Front
Saloon, the Side Track, Tuttle’s Dance Hall and the Gold Room, twenty-seven saloons,
eight gambling parlors and too many brothels to count, quickly filled the need for
entertainment of often became the places for trouble.
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(Jones that is:)
Which story to believe?
I have run out of ditties for now and have switched to pics.
This month, it all started with this photo and the caption:
From the driver’s seat of
a 40-horse team. These
rigs were used to haul Borax out of Boron Ca. & then
loaded onto railroads for manufacturing. All this so you
could do the laundry!
My first thought was, WOW, look at all those horses.
Then I thought, “man, don’t lay those lines down.”
Finally, I asked myself, “Can you imagine even holding
all those lines?”
After dong a little research, I discovered that the photo is
probably not of a borax rig, but rather a large team
pulling a "bandwagon" as part of a circus attraction.
20 Mule Team Borax was and is a brand of cleaner
manufactured in the United States. The product was
named after the 20 mule teams that were used to move
borax out of Death Valley, California, to the nearest rail
spur between 1883 and 1889. See photo lower left. The
20 mule team symbol was first used in 1891. After the
mule teams were replaced by a new rail spur, the name
20 Mule Team Borax was added to the famous sketch of the mule team already on the box.

The Pacific Coast Borax Company sponsored Death Valley Days, a radio and television
anthology dramatizing true stories of the Old West, particularly from the Death Valley area.
The radio program was created in 1930 and was broadcast until 1945. From 1952 to 1975,
Death Valley Days was produced as a syndicated television series. President Ronald Reagan
acted in several episodes and was series host for the 1964-65 season.
Although not really a photo of a 20-mule team hauling borax, it’s an interesting photo and
the borax story is interesting. Next month, more about the 40-horse team.

Photo to the right is of an
old Borax ad painted on a
brick building in Fort
Dodge. Photo circa 1985.
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Not many readers found Delta Raider in last
month’s issue. See him left doing some dental work
during the Civil War. Mentioned in the Dispatches
for finding him are: Six Goin’ South, Hoss
Roonwright, Artiman, Hairtrigger Hayes and
Preacher Man Lee. Let’s see who can find Delta
Raider this month. If you have looked at the
photos on the PCSS website for October shoot, you
already know what photo of him I have hidden.
Good luck to all!

Kickshot, sending lead downrange.
Thanks, Kickshot, for your help with
registration this month!
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Mia Jameson (left), Three-Fingered
Dutchman (right) and a sleepy Kidd
James (below

Marshal Bob (left),
first shoot at the
Agarita Ranch, and
Six Goin’ South
(right). Thanks Six
for helping with
registration!
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Scoring Marshal and new PCSS
Treasurer, General Burleson. Thanks
for coordinating registration for the
match!

PCSS President Dragon Hill Dave and Vice
President Joe Darter

“Caught in the Web”

Another first-timer at the Agarita Ranch
- Asup Sleeve
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Yuma Jack
Cooler weather brings out some
fancy duds

Not to be completely
outdone by Yuma Jack,
Rusty Shackleford looks
pretty dapper too AND he
finished the shooting first
overall too!

Mia Jameson showing good
concentration and technique
reloading her shotgun

Page 11

Hopalong Herbert
(left) getting ready
to put that
knockdown DOWN!

Flaco Jimenez
(right) shucking
those shells

Mad Dog McCoy getting’ DOWN to make some smoke. Spotter, Three Fingered
Ductchman, making sure of the hits. Rusty Shackleford on the timer.
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Abilene (left) looking startled
by someone/thing

Texas Sarge (below) with
great hat, giving his best
imitation of Sam Houston

Kickshot was clearly disappointed to have
finished only second overall. Most of us
would just like to finish in the top half!

Lucky Nickel and
Texas Reb (left).
Thanks Lucky for
helping to paint
targets before the
match.

Cimarron Jones
giving his best
imitation of an
attentive spotter
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Perfect for all your
cowboy action and
other shooting needs!
www.ruggedgear.com
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We offer a full line of cowboy gun building, customizing and gunsmithing.

Contact us for more information:

ryan@rhcustomguns.com
Please visit our website at rhcustomguns.com and look us up on Facebook!

Battle of Plum Creek Vendor - See you there!

Supplier of cowboy & vintage
brass to meet all your
reloading needs.

www.starlinebrass.com
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Longhorn Bullets

Pricing, effective 9/1/13*
Don Herbert (Hopalong) 210-602-6994

Rick Page 210-844-9362

Caliber

Weight

Config.

Price/500

Price/1000

.38

100
105
125
125
130
158
158
158
100
245
215
180
240
200
160
180
200
250
124
125
180
200
200
230
405

RNFP
FP
RNFP
FP
RNFP
RNFP
FP
SWC
RNFP
RNFP
SWC
RNFP
SWC
RNFP
RNFP
RNFP
RNFP
RNFP
RN
CN
FP
SWC
RN
RN
FPT

32
33
35
35
36
39
39
39
33
59
49
41
52
45
46
41
45
53
35
35
41
45
45
51
111

64
66
70
70
72
77
77
77
65
117
98
81
104
90
92
81
90
106
70
70
81
90
90
101
222

.380
.38-55
.41
.44
.44-40
.45 COLT

9MM
40 S&W
.45ACP

45-70

*Price increase because of higher cost of lead. Sorry for any inconvenience.
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