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June 

2011 AAGGAARRIITTAA  GGAAZZEETTTTEE  
A Chronicle of the Plum Creek Shooting Society 

  

Agarita Ranch Lockhart, Texas 
  

Marshals 
Range Marshal - Delta Raider 

Territorial Governor - Jake Paladin 

Safety Marshal - Elroy Rogers 

Protest Marshal – Schuetzum Phast 

Stage Marshal - Boon Doggle 

Long-Range Marshal - Wild Hog 

  See Profile below. 

Administrative Marshal – Long Juan 

Medical Marshal - Jake Paladin 

Raffle Marshal – True Blue Cachoo 

Costume Marshal - Lorelei Longshot 

Entertainment Marshal - Old Bill Dick 

Special Events Marshal - Belle Fire 

Side Match Marshal - Texas Sarge 

Editor, Agarita Gazette – Long Juan 

Long Juan Here!  It was downright AGARITA    HHHOOOTTT at 

our shoot this month!!  Temperatures topped out above 100°.  The 

sane shooters shot five stages, all written by Boon Doggle.  On one 

stage, the line called for “your best excuse for not shooting fast 

and clean.”  My line, “It’s Boon Doggle’s fault, REALLY!”  A few 

masochists shot three more stages, all written by Phantom, who 

was one of the masochists.  Shooters included Territorial 

Governors and presidents from other clubs participating in our 

first annual TG shoot.  Thanks to those who attended this year 

and we will hope for more next year.  Forty-nine total shooters 

shot on three posses in 22 different categories.  There were five  

clean matches and a winner in each category.  For complete match 

results, see last page.  My apologies to the masochists, I did not 

receive scores for the additional three stages. 
 

 

Marshal Profile: 
  Burt “Wild Hog” Parchman is our Long Range 

Marshal.  He is responsible for running long-

range matches and for 

maintaining and setting 

the long-range targets.  

Those are the targets on 

Stage 1 that most of us 

can’t even see.  Burt 

promises he is going to write an article soon for 

the Gazette on shooting long range.  Wild Hog 

also helps with maintenance at the range, often 

working with Elroy Rogers, who he got to know 

while working at Red’s Shooting Range in 

Oakhill.  You can find them working at Agarita 

Ranch many Fridays and other times.   

  Burt was born in Odessa, Texas, and graduated 

from high school in Fort Davis.  He has lived in 

Austin for more than 20 years, where he has 

worked as a mechanic and welder.  Burt 

currently has his own welding business.  Keep 

him in mind if you need any welding.  He can do 

anything from BBQ pits to boat trailers to yard 

art.  Before moving to Austin, Burt spent a few 

years in the Navy as a boiler technician, 

spending time in Hawaii and at sea on the 

guided missile cruiser USS Worden.   
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  Burt got started in cowboy action shooting 

about 6 years ago after going to the opening of 

Cabela’s and buying a used Henry rifle.  When I 

asked what gun he likes shooting most, it came 

as no surprise that he identified his Sharps .45-

70.  Wild Hog enjoys 

shooting Cody-Dixon 

and GAF Scout 

categories and does it 

well.  I asked about his 

alias, Wild Hog.  Turns 

out Burt’s Dad used “Wild Hog” on signs 

advertising his construction business.  His motto 

- “we don’t measure, we guess.”  Burt says it 

worked.  When he was younger and he had hair 

on the top of his head, Burt was called “Hairy 

Hog.”  When his Dad died and Burt started 

cowboy shooting, assuming the alias Wild Hog 

just seemed the natural thing to do.  In his spare 

time, Burt enjoys fishing for catfish.  I 

understand he enjoys eating what he catches.   

  Wild Hog hopes we all will give long-range 

shooting a try.  He says he will be happy to help 

anyone with questions.  Thanks, Wild Hog, for 

all your time and hard work.   
 

LOOKING THE PART by Long Juan  

  I am what some refer to as an “armchair” member of the National Congress of Old West Shootists 

(NCOWS).  I am an “armchair” member because I pay dues, frequent the online forum and read The 

Shootist, but I have never shot at an NCOWS match or even attended an NCOWS event.  

Unfortunately, there are no NCOWS posses that shoot near my home in Austin.  The closest and 

only NCOWS posses in Texas are the Texas Peacemakers in Tyler and the Texas Ten Horns in 

Greenville.   

  I like NCOWS because it encourages a high level of historical authenticity in weapons, clothing, 

and accouterments.  NCOWS members are often as interested or more interested in authenticity 

than they are in shooting.  For a guy like me whose shooting is more about “style” 

points than speed and winning, historical authenticity has appeal.  On the other hand, I 

still remember a friend’s comment when I first started in cowboy action shooting, “If 

you want to shoot, don’t waste your time.  Cowboy action shooters are more interested 

in dressing up like cowboys than they are in shooting.”  I think there is room for both 

shooting and historical authenticity in our sport and I enjoy both.  So, how can one be more 

historically authentic if that is one’s desire?   

  In a three-part series, “Creating Your Outfit”, NCOWS member Marlan J. Ingram, 

alias O.T. Buchannan, explains how NCOWS members can outfit themselves 

authentically.  The series first appeared about ten years ago in the The Shootist.  The 

series is now available for download on the NCOWS website – www.ncows.org.  In 

the series, Mr. Ingram details three levels authenticity:   

  (1) Basic Inhabitant of the Old West, 1865-1899 - those who simply want their 

clothing, armament, and accouterments to be basic recreations of what was available during the 

19th century.  

  (2) Journeyman – those who go so far as to pick a particular persona and then make efforts to ensure 

their outfit fits that persona.    
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  (3) Master - Advanced Living Historian - those who take it to an extreme and are concerned not 

only with general authenticity, but also with correct materials, colors, stitching, buttons, button 

holes, etc., and even go so far as to try to have a correct patina to the entire impression.   

  I discuss below what Mr. Ingram calls “basic” or the first level of outfitting, which is what every 

NCOWS member and many SASS members seeks to achieve.  Four essential items of clothing are 

needed – footwear (usually boots), trousers, shirt and a hat.   

  Footwear.  Square-toe boots are most likely to be period correct.  Fort Western, for example, has 

great square-toe boots for only $130.  www.fortwestern.com   

  Trousers, or as some would spell it, “trowsers.”  They should NOT have zippers or belt loops.  

They should have suspender and fly buttons.    Wool is preferred for authenticity.  River Junction 

Trade Co. www.riverjunction.com, Texas Jack’s in Fredericksburg and W.J. Cowboy in Leander all 

have good selections.   

  Shirt.  The shirt should be of pullover construction, with buttons going about halfway down the 

front.  See, for example, the Frontier Shirt from River Junction and shirts available at Texas Jack’s, 

W.J. Cowboy and other vendors.   

  Hat.  Do NOT go to your favorite country-western outfitter looking for a hat.  Start with something 

flat-brimmed and opened-crowned.  Then do further research and find a 

particular blocking (hat-shape) that is both historically correct and works for 

you.  Any hat modeled after the great Stetson Boss-of-the-Plains hat will 

work.  The Scout from River Junction is recommended by Mr. Ingram as 

a good starter hat.  Other authentic hats are available at Texas Jack’s, W.J. 

Cowboy, and many other vendors.  For a great custom hat, you might try Texas 

Hatters in Lockhart.  I recently purchased a Trail Boss hat from Texas 

Jacks to add a little more authenticity to my outfit.   

  Historical authenticity also requires authentic firearms.  Colt Single Action Army revolvers are 

always a good choice, as are any of the conversions or their cap & ball predecessors.  For a rifle, the 

1873 Winchester is a good choice, as are the 1866 Winchester or 1860 Henry.  A good hammered 

double-barrel would be Mr. Ingram’s choice for a shotgun.  These “earlier” firearms will work for a 

later persona, but later firearms will not work for an earlier persona if you change your mind in the 

future.  Cimarron, Taylors and others offer great replicas by Uberti and other manufacturers.  Of 

course, there is nothing wrong with shooting an original if you are lucky enough to have it.   

  You also need authentic leather.  If you shoot Colt Single Action Army revolvers, Mexican Loop 

holsters on a 2 ½” cartridge belt are a popular and authentic way to carry them.  See for example, 

River Junction’s Mexican Loop Holsters.  Slim Jim holsters are great for black powder cap and ball 

revolvers and for their cartridge conversions.  For historical authenticity, avoid the Buscadero and 

quick-draw rigs.  You might want to check out Trailrider Products at 

www.gunfighter.com/trailrider.  Many of our own members also make some great leather.  Talk to 

Klickitat Bob, Jake Jones or Artiman.  I am sure there are others.   

  As a final note, many NCOWS members do not carry their ammo and other gear around gun carts.  

They use saddlebags, carpet bags or even plain canvas sacks.  When they do use gun carts, they are 

of “period” construction, i.e., no converted jogging strollers or golf carts, no pneumatic tires, etc.  I 
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confess I am not ready to go that far.  I like the convenience of my converted jogging stroller gun 

cart.   

  For those interested in more information on this topic, in addition to the NCOWS website and The 

Shootist, the following books may be on interest: 
“I See by Your Outfit: Historic Cowboy Gear of the Northern Plains” by Tom Lindmier & 

Steve Mount 

“Cowboys & the Trappings of the Old West” by William Manns, Elizabeth Clair Flood & 

Charlotte Berney 

“Historic Dress of the Old West” by Ernest Lisle Reedstrom 

“The Look of the Old West: A Fully Illustrated Guide” by William Foster-Harris, illustrated 

by Evelyn Curro 

“Packing Iron: Gunleather of the Frontier West” by Richard C. Rattenbury 

You should also check out the NCOWS forum:  http://www.cascity.com/forumhall/index.php/board,3.0.html 

  In conclusion, there is nothing wrong with Rugers, a cowboy hat, a long-

sleeve shirt, jeans and boots.   Not every cowboy action shooter wants or 

needs to be authentic.  But if you are interested in authenticity, next time 

you are looking for something to shoot, wear or use, give some thought to 

the NCOWS approach.  Try it; you might like it.     
 

PLUM CREEK SHOOTING SOCIETY CALENDAR 

July 2, 2011 Monthly Match 

August 3, 2011 Monthly Match 

September 3, 2011 Monthly Match 

September 30-October 2, 2011  Battle at Plum Creek 
 

  We are doing better at getting started on time.  That’s particularly important now the summer heat 

is here.  Please try to arrive in time for the mandatory safety meeting, which is scheduled to begin 

at 8:45 a.m. so we can be hammers down by 9:00 a.m.  Also, don’t forget to email an RSVP to Delta 

Raider the Thursday before each shoot if you want to eat lunch provided by Kitchen Kate.   
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What Does It Mean? 

This month begins a new feature in the Agarita Gazette.  Each month, we will discuss a word, term or 

phrase that had special meaning in the Old West.  My primary source will be Peter Watts great 

Dictionary of the Old West.  The word, term or phrase for this month is Arkansas Toothpick, which 

Watts describes as “bowie-knife” with a long and sharply tapering blade.  The term “bowie-knife” 

(small “b”) was often, and generally incorrectly, used to refer to any large knife.  A 

“Bowie” knife (capital “B”) has a long blade that broadens along the spine toward the 

tip.  The main part of the blade is single-edged, but the tip is double-edged.  The blade shape brings 

weight to the tip, making it possible to throw the weapon “to some effect.”  The Arkansas Toothpick 

is essentially a heavy dagger with a pointed, straight 12-20 inch blade.  The "toothpick" is balanced 

and weighted for throwing and can also be used for thrusting and slashing.  James Black, possible 

inventor of the Bowie Knife, is also credited with inventing the Arkansas Toothpick, but no firm 

evidence exists for this claim.  When Colonel 

Jim Bowie of Alamo fame first received the 

"Bowie Knife" from James Black, he had 

become a Texas citizen and was attacked by 

three men who had been hired to kill him.  Bowie killed all three of his attackers 

with his new "Bowie Knife", ensuring the fame of James Black and the "Bowie Knife".  The Arkansas 

Toothpick is designed with equal craft, but it received less fame, as there was no "test incident" to 

prove its efficiency.  The fame of Bowie and Black helped perpetuate the craft of knife-shaping as well 

as the "Arkansas Toothpick."  Because of its large size, the Arkansas Toothpick is usually carried in 

a “holster” or sheath across the back.  The nature of both the Bowie Knife and "Arkansas Toothpick" 

is to be heavy enough to be used as a hatchet for cutting wood, but sharp enough for shaving or 

combat.  The versatility of the Arkansas Toothpick had such an impact that two of Arkansas' 

nicknames are "The Bowie State" and "The Toothpick State". 
 

Springville Update 
You will recall Joe Darter’s great column about 

Springerville and surrounds in last month’s issue 

of the Gazette.  Springerville faces a life-

threatening challenge.  A raging wildfire in the 

eastern part of the state could become the largest 

in Arizona history.  A huge blaze known as the 

Wallow Fire is burning completely out of control.  

After reportedly being sparked by a campfire, it 

has become the second-largest wildfire in state 

history and is still growing.  The fire conditions 

were made worse by an extremely dry late 

winter and spring that dried out the forest, 

allowing fierce winds to carry the flames into the 

treetops, where they spread by miles each day.  

More than 336,000 acres have been blackened, 

and thousands of people have been forced to flee 

from mountain resort 

communities and from 

Springerville and its 

neighbor, Eagar.  "It's 

heartbreaking.  This is some 

of the most beautiful 

country in the world.  It's very difficult to see it 

change so fast."  The fire has swallowed 11 

structures and destroyed at least six homes in the 

mountain resort community of Greer.  Power 

lines that supply much of West Texas and 

southern New Mexico are in jeopardy and no 

containment is in sight. 



 
Page 6 

        

  For the Navy Guys!      Loading Table 

 

       

   Scooter      Dutch Van Horn 
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Jake Jones      Jarhead Jake 

 

 

Anna Long Longshot 
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RO’s Corner – Posse Marshals and Timer Operators 
What are the responsibilities of the Posse Marshal and Timer Operator?  Both must have completed at 

least the RO1 course.  All RO’s have been trained and tested on their knowledge and understanding 

the SASS Shooters Handbook, i.e., the “rules.”  They are also knowledgeable authorities in all areas of 

gun safety.  The Posse Marshal keeps the posse running efficiently, safely and consistently.  The 

Timer Operator is the Chief RO for the stage.  The main objective of the Timer Operator is to assist 

shooters safely through the course of fire.   The key words are “assist” and “safely.”  Assistance 

includes providing complete information about the stage, doing a visual inventory of each shooter as 

they approach the firing line to be sure they have the equipment necessary to shoot the stage, e.g., ear 

and eye protection, shotshells, rounds necessary for reload, etc. and coaching when appropriate or 

necessary.  To ensure safety, the Timer Operator stays within an arm’s length of the shooter during 

the course of fire, generally behind and off to the strong side of the shooter.  The Timer Operator also 

tries to anticipate movement by the shooter.  By being in the right place and anticipating what the 

shooter will do next, a good Timer Operator can prevent the shooter from committing an unsafe act 

or from acquiring a penalty (the dreaded “P”).  Coaching by the Timer Operator is offered when 

appropriate, e.g., for new shooters or a shooter who appears confused about what to do next, or 

when necessary (safety).  The Timer Operator will not, however, “shoot the stage” for a shooter (i.e., 

call targets for all shots, with some exceptions for new shooters).  Some shooters want no coaching.  A 

good Timer Operator will know in advance and offer “coaching” to such shooters only to ensure 

safety.  If you prefer not to be coached, tell the Timer Operator when you approach the firing line.  

Keep in mind that coaching by the Timer Operator, even incorrect coaching, is not interference and 

does not justify a re-shoot.  It is the shooter’s responsibility to know the course of fire.  A re-shoot will 

be awarded if, for example, the Timer Operator impedes movement of the shooter by being in the 

wrong place at the wrong time.  The Timer Operator watches the gun muzzle and count shots.  By 

watching the muzzle, the Timer Operator ensures safety and may be able to prevent shooting an 

incorrect target.  By counting shots, the Timer Operator can prevent a shooter from holstering or 

setting down a firearm still loaded with a live round.  The Timer Operator does not count hits and 

misses.  That is the responsibility of the spotters.  The Timer Operator is also alert for squibs, firearm 

malfunctions or anything else that might be unsafe.  If you have questions about RO responsibilities 

during a shoot, read the Range Operations Basic Safety Course (Level I) Manual, available for 

download on the SASS website.     
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Plum Creek Shooting Society 
Match Results June 4, 2011  Winners are shaded in yellow; clean matches are shade in green. 

Name Category Posse Total Misses P’s 

SIX GOIN' SOUTH Ladies 49r 3 240.99 5 0 

TEXAS TWO STEP Ladies Cowboy 3 338.59 4 1 

ANNA LONG LONGSHOT Ladies Cody Dixon Lever 2 414.24 2 0 

BOOSEY BABE Ladies Grand Dame 3 384.77 2 0 

TRUE BLUE CACHOO Ladies Wrangler 1 275.47 2 0 

BELLA 

 

3 354.01 6 1 

DUTCH VAN HORN 49r 2 151.95 0 0 

PINE TREE 

 

1 163.44 1 1 

SAN GABRIEL 

 

1 170.62 2 0 

DUB JOHNSON Buckaroo 3 452.69 5 0 

WATERLOO DOWN Cowboy 1 102.53 2 0 

PHANTOM 

 

1 129.23 4 0 

LIGHTING McQUEEN 

 

1 265.37 8 0 

BLAKE McSNAKE 

 

3 336.72 11 0 

EL GUAPO 

 

1 408.59 1 0 

DRAGON HILL DAVE Classic Cowboy 3 144.16 1 0 

JAKE PALADIN 

 

1 296.25 3 0 

G. T. SHARPS Cody Dixon Lever 2 306.50 5 0 

WILD HOG 

 

2 345.30 7 1 

WILD WARREN 

 

2 462.93 10 0 

WILL JOHNSON 

 

2 621.65 0 1 

BOON DOGGLE Cody Dixon Single Shot 2 381.54 0 0 

COLORADO SLIM Double Duelist 1 277.58 1 0 

TEXAS HEAT 

 

1 312.86 4 0 

THE ADOBE KID Elder Statesman 3 205.88 1 0 

KLICKITAT BOB Frontiersman 3 337.29 10 0 

JAKE JONES Frontier Cartridge Duelist 2 273.99 3 0 

L. W. HANNABASS 

 

2 288.28 7 2 

SCOOTER GAF Repeater 2 392.42 5 0 

ARTIE MAN 

 

2 449.73 8 0 

LEFTY LEO 

 

2 508.96 21 0 

JARHEAD JAKE GAF Single Shot 2 440.60 4 0 

BRUSHY CREEK BILL Gunfighter 1 157.27 0 0 

WHISKEY RUNNER Senior 3 190.31 3 0 

FRIO SLIM 

 

3 493.28 4 0 

BUCK BRADLEY Senior Duelist 2 201.85 3 0 

LONG JUAN 

 

2 216.75 0 0 

FARR RANGER 

 

3 265.94 2 0 

LUCKY NICKEL Silver Senior 2 180.85 0 0 

JUDGE MENDAY COMING 

 

1 243.43 7 0 

TEXAS TRINITY KID 

 

3 255.22 3 0 

BISBEE JACKSON 

 

2 276.00 1 1 

BUNK HOUSE BOB 

 

1 315.23 9 0 

MESQUITE CREEK MIKE Wrangler 3 160.28 1 0 

SHUETZUM PHAST 

 

1 178.57 1 0 

NADA CHANCE 

 

1 201.24 5 0 

BUCKEYE SLIM 

 

1 257.85 9 0 

NUECES RANGER 

 

3 315.30 8 0 

JOE DARTER Wild Bunch Traditional 1 133.65 3 0 

 


